PART III

EUROPE

E. WESTERN EUROPE
Relations between France and Germany over the Saar

In the History of the Peace Conference and in a previous volume
of this series an account has already been given of events in the Saar
Territory down to the year 1923.1 It may, however, be recalled here
that the establishment of a special international regime in that dis-
trict arose out of those provisions of the Treaty of Versailles2 by
which Germany ceded to France 'full and absolute possession' of the
Saar coal mines as compensation for the destruction of the mines of
Northern France and as part payment towards the total sum due for
reparation. In order to enable the French Government to work
mines situated in what was unquestionably German territory, the
Treaty provided that Germany should renounce, 'in favour of
the League of Nations in the capacity of trustee, the government of the
Territory5. The powers of government formerly belonging to the
Reich, Prussia or Bavaria were to be exercised by a Governing Com-
mission, appointed by the League Council and responsible to it,
which was to consist of five members: one Frenchman, one inhabitant
of the Saar and three nationals of states other than France or
Germany. The Commission might not modify existing laws or levy
fresh taxes without consulting representatives of the inhabitants.
For this purpose an elected assembly called the Landesrat and a
Technical Committee appointed by the Commission were set up in
1922, but their functions were merely advisory.

After fifteen years a vote was to take place by communes or dis-
tricts on the three following alternatives:

(a) Maintenance of the regime established by the present Treaty ...;
(b) union with France; (c) union with Germany.

'All persons .... more than twenty years old at the date of voting,
who were resident in the territory at the date of the signature of the
present treaty', were to have the right to vote, and 'the other con-
ditions, methods, and the date of voting' were to be fixed by the

1  See the History of the Peace Conference, vol. ii, pp. 176-84, 277-80, 389,
403-4 and the Survey for 1920-3, Part II, section (ii).

2  The 'Saar Statute' consists of Articles 45-50 of the Treaty together with
the Annex following those articles. Text in the History of the Peace Conference,
vol. iii, pp. 132-43.